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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD N REPLY REFER TO
7650 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 53700

Ser N00/8507
July 17. 2019

Ms. Susie Newport

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
2025 S. Gordon Cooper Drive

Shawnee, OK 74801

Dear Ms. Newport:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Ficld and its associated Navy Qutlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE). compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators). an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
vel-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX, A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used 10
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field. the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects. two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE aiso includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified - within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X,

Deiermination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese navv.nil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler wnavv.nil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich @navv.mil.

Sincerely,

— S~

PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 3700

Ser NOO/8508
July 17. 2019

Bryant Celestine

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas
571 State Park Road 56
Livingston, TX 77351

Dear Mr. Celestine:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida, The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Ficld. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-37 Sea Ranger training helicopters.
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
vet-lo-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not vet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Aithough 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
atirition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE,

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline. temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed, For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese ¢ navy.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850} 623-7017; john.j.kissler @navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

2 SRS~
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 3700

Ser N0O/8509
July 17, 2019

Ms. Janice Lowe

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town
P.O. Box 187

Wetumka, OK 74883

Dear Ms. Lowe:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Ficlds (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters.
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e.. simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-37 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline. temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur,
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese w navv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler'@navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich/@ navy.inil,

Sincerely,

PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD iN REPLY REFER TQ
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser N0O/8510
July 17. 2019

Karen Brunso

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Division of Historic Preservation
Chickasaw Nation

P. O. Box 1348

Ada, OK 74821-1548

Dear Ms. Brunso:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE). compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer. Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters.
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.c., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum.
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TI-37 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as



late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent
facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems. where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.cajabrese/«wnavv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdichi@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

— S~
PAUL D. BOWDICH

Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser N0O/8511
July 17, 2019

Dr. Ian Thompson (Mississippi contact)
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

P.O. Box 1210

Durant. OK 74702-1210

Dear Dr. Thompson:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Qutlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below,

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
vet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-37 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021, The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese/@navyv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler.
Environmental Director at (850} 623-7017; john.j.kissler @navv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (8350) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdichznavy.mil.

Sincerely.

S~
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WRITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 3700

Ser N0OO/8512
July-17. 2019

Dr. Linda Langley

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana

P.O. Box 10

Elton, LA 70532

Dear Dr. Langley:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Ficld and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE). compliance steps
and findings are outlined below,

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold. Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators). an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter. the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-37 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircrafi operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or arcas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese@navv.mil or at
(904) 542-69835. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kisslerznavv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@ navy.mil.

Sincerely,

P_.é".s:,\'v\'
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TOQ
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser NOO/8513
July 17. 2019

Mr. Brett Barnes

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
12705 S. 705 Road

Wyandotte. OK 74370

Dear Mr. Barnes:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used 1o
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE,

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems, The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabreseznavv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.[.kissleri@navv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

S~
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD iN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700
Ser NOO/8514

July 17, 2019

Mrs. Alina J. Shively

Jena Band of Choctaw Indians
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 14

Jena, LA 71342

Dear Mrs. Shively:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Arca of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not vet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archacological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese @navy.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navv.nil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdichi@navy.nil.

Sincerely,

-
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 1JSS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser NOO/8515
July 17,2019

Mr. Brian Givens

Town King

Kialegee Tribal Town; P.O. Box 332:
Wetumka, OK 74883

Dear Mr. Givens:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (34 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Ficlds (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-37 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e.. simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-37 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field. the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X,

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native



American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese @ navy.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-io-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich navy.mil.

Sincerely,

—SY—
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs

Lad



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser N00/8516
July 17,2019

Billy Cypress

Chairman

Miccosukee Tribe of Indians
P.O. Box 440021

Miami, FL 33144-0021

Dear Mr. Cypress:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems, The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native



American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese@navy.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.i.kissler@navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

— S
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDING OFFICER
NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser N00/8517
July 17, 2019

Kenneth H. Carleton

Tribal Archaeologist

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians

P.O. Box 6010

Philadelphia, MS 39330
Dear Mr. Carleton:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Ficld and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopier that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field. the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-37 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10,

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese/anavyv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navyv.nil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navyv.mil.

Sincerely,

— S~
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TQ
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 3700

Ser N00/8518
July 17,2019

Theodore Isham

Seminole Nation of Oklahoma
Historic Preservation Officer
PO Box 1498

Wewoka, OK 74884

Dear Mr. Isham:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Qutlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters.
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially ali operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese @ navv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

— S
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700

Ser N0OO/8519
July 17, 2019

Bradley Mueller

Compliance Review Supervisor
Seminole Tribe of Florida
30290 Josie Billie Highway
Clewiston. FL 33440

Dear Mr. Mueller:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum.
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As aresult, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =63
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cuitural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHT'S program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese'¢/navv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kisslerznavv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdichi@'navy.mil.

Sincerely,

/b e_“b.\\.
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 5700
Ser N00/8520

July 17,2019

Ms. Tonya Tipton

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Shawnee Tribe

29 S. Highway 69A

Miami, OK 74355

Dear Ms. Tipton:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Qutlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours >65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act INAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native



American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese(@navy.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navy.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

. - m
PAUL D. BOWDICH

Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD IN REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 3700

Ser N0O0O/8521
July 17,2019

Mr. Galen Cloud

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town

P.O. Box 188

Okemah, OK 74859

Dear Mr. Cloud:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE). compliance steps
and findings are outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer, Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters,
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo, changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter. the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-57. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects. two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026, Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field,
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural

significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes,

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items™ subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consultation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native
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American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese/@navv.mil or at
(904) 542-69835. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdichi@ navy.mil.

Sincerely,

— S~
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER

NAS WHITING FIELD N REPLY REFER TO
7550 USS ESSEX STREET SUITE 200
MILTON, FLORIDA 32570-6155 53700

Ser NO(/83522
July 17, 2019

Earl J. Barbry, Jr.

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribe

P.O. Box 1589

Marksville, LA 71351

Dear Mr. Barbry:

The United States Navy (Navy) is initiating Government-to-Government consultation in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 306108)
regarding a Proposed Undertaking to implement the Advanced Helicopter Training System
(AHTS) at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy Outlying Landing
Fields (NOLFs) in Florida. The Navy is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the
National Environmental Policy Act to evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with
the AHTS at NAS Whiting Field. The project Area of Potential Effects (APE), compliance steps
and findings arc outlined below.

Proposed Undertaking Description

The Navy proposes to modernize the rotary-wing and tilt-rotor integrated pilot production
training program at Training Air Wing FIVE located at NAS Whiting Field and six of its 13
associated NOLFs (Spencer. Pace, Site X, Harold, Santa Rosa and Choctaw), by implementing
the AHTS. The AHTS would involve the replacement of TH-57 Sea Ranger training helicopters.
replacement of existing ground based training systems (i.e., simulators), an increase in
operational training tempo. changes in operational tactics based on a new curriculum,
construction of new facilities and an increase in personnel. The TH-57 would be replaced with a
yet-to-be-determined commercially available helicopter, referred to as the TH-XX. A
conservative representative surrogate helicopter, the Eurocopter UH-72 Lakota, is used to
analyze the potential impacts from the TH-XX because the Navy has not yet selected the specific
helicopter that will replace the TH-37. The Proposed Undertaking would provide a replacement
of approximately 113 TH-57 helicopters with 130 TH-XX helicopters for Training Air Wing
FIVE at NAS Whiting Field. Although 140 TH-57 helicopters were initially all operating at
NAS Whiting Field, the number currently in operation is approximately 113 due to airframe
attrition over the life of the TH-57 program. All TH-XX flight operations would be conducted at
existing airfields and within airspace currently utilized by Training Air Wing FIVE.

Facility development would be needed for TH-XX maintenance hangars and supporting
ground-based training systems. The TH-XX and flight simulators would arrive before permanent
facilities would be constructed. As a result, in order to meet the transition timeline, temporary
facilities would be constructed. There are four facilities projects, two permanent and two
temporary. The estimated construction period for temporary facilities would begin as soon as
late 2019/early 2020 and extend through 2021. The estimated construction period of permanent



facilities would begin in 2023 and continue through 2026. Two types of facilities would be
required for the AHTS: TH-XX maintenance hangars and training facilities (Enclosure 1).

Definition of APE

The APE for this undertaking is defined as the areas underlying modeled noise contours =65
decibel (dB) day night average sound level (DNL), where noise from aircraft operations under
the Proposed Undertaking may affect historic properties (Enclosure 2). At NAS Whiting Field.
the APE also includes the project area associated with the facility and infrastructure development
for AHTS maintenance hangars and supporting ground-based training systems, where existing
facilities would be demolished or renovated and new ones would be constructed. For
archaeological resources, potential effects would be limited to the areas within the APE at NAS
Whiting Field (the project area for facility development) where ground disturbance would occur.
These areas encompass approximately 47 acres.

Identification of Historic Properties

A search of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) reveals that no archaeological survey has
been conducted --- and no archaeological sites have been identified --- within the project APE at
NAS Whiting Field. According to the Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP), the area of proposed ground disturbance at NAS Whiting Field has been heavily
impacted by previous disturbances associated with the construction of buildings and the flight
line. NAS Whiting Field does not anticipate that intact archaeological resources are located
within the project APE

To date, no consulting party tribe has identified any properties of religious and cultural
significance, sacred sites, or Traditional Cultural Properties within the APE at NAS Whiting
Field or NOLFs Spencer, Pace, Harold, Santa Rosa, Choctaw and Site X.

Determination of Effect

The Navy concludes that the AHTS program will not incur effects on cultural resources that
may be esteemed by the tribes.

In the unlikely event that prehistoric archaeological resources are identified in the course of
construction at NAS Whiting Field, the Navy will consult with the SHPO and the tribes to
resolve issues of cultural significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.

In the remote event that “cultural items” subject to the provisions of the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act NAGPRA) are discovered, the Navy will follow all
procedural safeguards and undertake all requisite consuitation with the tribes pursuant to 43
CFR 10.

We hope that your tribe will concur that the AHTS program will not incur effects on Native

[Ev]



American cultural resources. We look forward to hearing from you regarding any issues or areas
of concern that you feel should be addressed in the EA. For questions, comments, or input
regarding cultural resources, please contact Dr. John Calabrese at john.calabrese @navv.mil or at
(904) 542-6985. Questions or comments regarding NEPA can be addressed to Jeff Kissler,
Environmental Director at (850) 623-7017; john.j.kissler@navv.mil. For matters related to
Government-to-Government consultation, you may contact me directly at (850) 623-7121 or
paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

T R eST—
PAUL D. BOWDICH
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Project Area for AHTS Facility Development
2. Day/Night Average Sound Level Contours and APE for Proposed AHTS at
NAS Whiting Field and its NOLFs



NASW itp Field

.
-
"
r‘,: -
5.
3
. i 4
‘:-"‘rf“
T
L™ e
—

\lr“i‘

v ¥
Y
A

, 3-45’:
le
1

E!
- t

n
(13
11}

Map 2. NAS Whiting F & d Project Area with Key Project Buildings

Snclo~ure

(1)



.

NMAz WL

i "
] .
Eﬁf 5.
= ?- o
r ! ‘ - ”‘
B
4 ’ .
[
e > [ ot .
G ) S
rda. L] .
A .
e -
<2
» (Y
ol
Jalis
e
o‘.
wher w
. .
L
Wl
k)

Noisz Contours {dB DNL
= = -
o Arction 2-d Proposad Acton o s2 Contours

Ernclosure

Map 1 NASWh'ting Fa d AFE wt



<l g G

Map 3 NOLF Choctaw APE



curz (dB DNL) ! 4

Noise Cont

SR L Fragesed Acticn J

=
o
13

s

. MOLF Harold APE with N3 Acticn 2nd Propaszd Action Naiss Cantours

3 Faclosure (2)



“(- ~ . !
ELP L b %
B o - i »
e Ay A A
S AL P ¥
? o '4! % 1
. i e
¥ - v
- v - . it
L
= ’}.rgx ("’ - < -',}
- . ,/(
3 s t
= we mea & ’
- - "'
- - .
- _ar”

Noise Contours (dB DNL)

Art - P p dA

Map 5. NOLF Pace APE with No Action and Proposed Act on Noise Contours



" 4 “’;f‘#
‘-‘ N 1_: * .
VY }I. 1,?;’ ¢
AP 1 s bty
R0 B LN
LA 5 /"‘r’f,g'?ff’ .
¥
}
3
Noise Contours (dB DM )
P
v = a4l B

Map &. NOLF Santa Rosz APE with No Action and Proposed Action Noise Contours



i)

rata e TABIGE Lo i

. JMTE, Ui, henal 35, bar,
Noise Contours (dB DNL)

N Astion Proposed Action
| — 27 pesen TR === I 2 a5
1 - N . f -— .l
it S — A de 2 meew 5 i L 51:.—5:".—“7&,-_
I . :
}.a :.-- -,
b T e Ei




3 A .
© (] o
hl
~F e R
vt .‘/"« 75;} . ;'/. )'f' 1, B
. 2 L AP N
M . ] LR :
s, - ':jk( _.r"J ,E".‘ P
.r',’, rd ;)',_"J"-"" ; 4 “a
- .
LT~
- s B¢
T e maben

No se Contours (d3 DNL)

Srogossd 4o

Map 8. NOLF Spencer APE with No Action and Proposed Action Noise Contours



From: Raynella D. Fontenot <RDFontenot@coushatta.org>

Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 2:08 PM

To: Bowdich, Paul D CAPT USN NAS WFLD MILTON FL (USA) <paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil>

Cc: Calabrese, John A CIV USN NAVFAC SE JAX FL (USA) <john.calabrese@navy.mil>; Kissler, John J
CIV USN NAVFAC SE JAX FL (US) <john.j.kissler@navy.mil>

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Section 106 Determination for Proposed Undertaking to implement the
Advanced Helicopter Training System at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whiting Field and its associated Navy
Outlying Landing Fields in Florida.

Dear Captain Bowdich, U.S. Navy,

Thank you for requesting our 106/EA determination. Based on the information provided, | do not
believe that this project will have a negative impact on any archaeological, historic or cultural
resources of the Coushatta people. Accordingly, we do not wish to consult further on this project. If
any inadvertent discoveries are made in the course of this project, we expect to be contacted
immediately and reserve the right to consult with you at that time.

Aliilamo (thank you),

Raynella Fontenot

Coushatta Revitalization Coordinator
Acting Section 106 Coordinator
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana

P.0. Box 10

Elton, LA 70532

337-584-1585


mailto:RDFontenot@coushatta.org
mailto:paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil
mailto:john.calabrese@navy.mil
mailto:john.j.kissler@navy.mil

From: Tonya Tipton <tonya@shawnee-tribe.com>

Sent: Monday, August 5, 2019 11:32 AM

To: Roy, Randy R CIV USN (US) <randy.roy@navy.mil>

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Letter from Naval Air Station Whiting Field Florida

This letter is in response to the above referenced project.

The Shawnee Tribe’s Tribal Historic Preservation Department concurs that no known historic properties will be
negatively impacted by this project.

We have no issues or concerns at this time, but in the event that archaeological materials are encountered during
construction, use, or maintenance of this location, please re-notify us at that time as we would like to resume immediate
consultation under such a circumstance.

If you have any questions, you may contact me via email at tonya@shawnee-tribe.com

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this project.

Sincerely,

Tonya Tipton

Shawnee Tribe-THPO

29 S Highway 69A
Miami, OK 74354
Phone:(918)542-2441

Fax: (918)542-2922
tonya@shawnee-tribe.com




From: Bradley Mueller <bradleymueller@semtribe.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 8:59 AM

To: Bowdich, Paul D CAPT USN NAS WFLD MILTON FL (USA) <paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil>

Cc: Calabrese, John A CIV USN NAVFAC SE JAX FL (USA) <john.calabrese@navy.mil>

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Advanced Helicopter Training System at Naval Air Station Whiting Field and
Associated NOFL’s, Florida

August 20, 2019

Captain Paul D. Bowdich

U.S. Navy Commanding Officer
Navy Region Southeast

Naval Air Station Jacksonville
Jacksonville, FL

Phone: 850-623-7121

Email: paul.d.bowdich@navy.mil

Subject: Advanced Helicopter Training System at Naval Air Station Whiting Field and Associated NOFL’s, Florida
THPO Compliance Tracking Number: 0031589

Dear Captain Bowdich,

Thank you for contacting the Seminole Tribe of Florida — Tribal Historic Preservation Office (STOF-THPO), Compliance
Section regarding the Advanced Helicopter Training System at Naval Air Station Whiting Field and Associated NOFL'’s,
Florida undertaking.

The proposed undertaking does fall within the STOF Area of Interest. We have reviewed the documents you provided
and have no objections to the project at this time as long as a Secretary of the Interior qualified archaeologist is present
to monitor construction related ground disturbing activities. Despite what appears to be extensive previous disturbances
in the Area of Potential Effect, past experience has shown us that there still remains a possibility of intact cultural
resources in these settings. We also base our “no objection” assessment on our understanding that no new construction
or ground disturbance will be occurring on any of the six Navy Outlying Landing Fields (NOFLs) mentioned in your July
17, 2019 consultation letter. Please notify us if any archaeological, historical, or burial resources are inadvertently
discovered during any phase of project implementation. Thank you and feel free to contact us with any questions or
concerns.



Most Respectfully,

Bradley M. Mueller, MA, Compliance Specialist
STOF-THPO, Compliance Review Section
30290 Josie Billie Hwy, PMB 1004

Clewiston, FL 33440

Office: 863-983-6549 ext 12245
Fax: 863-902-1117

Email: bradleymueller@semtribe.com
Web: www.stofthpo.com
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