
Notice of Availability of the Northwest Training and Testing Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement and Notice of 
Public Meetings (ID# SEIS-007-17-USN-1757623448) 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Presidential 
Executive Order 12114, the United States (U.S.) Navy and U.S. Coast Guard have jointly 
prepared a second supplement to the 2015 and 2020 environmental analyses of at-sea military 
readiness activities in the Northwest Training and Testing (NWTT) Study Area. The September 
2026 Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)/Overseas EIS (OEIS) is now 
available for review and comment through Oct. 19, 2026.   

DATES: The 45-day review and comment period begins Sept. 4 and ends Oct. 19, 2026. This 
review period allows time to review and comment on the 150-page document. Comments may 
be submitted at the in-person public meetings, via the online comment form, or by mail. 
Comments must be postmarked or received online by 11:59 p.m. PDT on Oct. 19, 2026, for 
consideration in the preparation of the Final SEIS/OEIS. 

Public participation is important to the Navy and Coast Guard during the development of the 
SEIS/OEIS and is an important aspect of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 
106 process. Therefore, the Navy and Coast Guard are hosting two in-person open-house public 
meetings and two live virtual public meetings to provide additional information and answer 
questions about the Draft SEIS/OEIS.  

In-person open-house public meetings will include informational poster stations staffed by 
project representatives who can answer questions about the Proposed Action and 
environmental analysis. Comments will be accepted in writing at the in-person public meetings. 
Two in-person public meetings will be held as follows: 

1. Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026, from 4 to 7 p.m. PDT at Oxford Suites, Olympic Ballroom,  
9550 Silverdale Way NW, Silverdale, Wash. 
 

2. Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2026, from 4 to 7 p.m. PDT at Carl Gipson Center, Cascade View 
Room, 3025 Lombard Ave., Everett, Wash. 
 

The virtual public meetings will consist of a live presentation followed by a question-and-answer 
session. The public can submit questions in advance of the live virtual public meetings until 
Sept. 28, 2026, via the question form on the project website. Questions may also be submitted 
online in writing during the live virtual public meetings. Please note that questions submitted as 
part of the question-and-answer session are not official comments. The live virtual public 
meetings will be hosted on the Zoom.gov platform, giving access to all with a web browser. 
Participants dialing in via telephone will not be able to ask questions during the live virtual 
public meetings. Two live virtual public meetings will be held as follows: 

 

 

https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Documents/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Documents/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Public-Meetings/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Comments/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Ask-a-Question-for-Live-Virtual-Public-Meeting/


1. Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2026: 5 p.m. PDT/4 p.m. AKDT  
 

2. Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2026: 6 p.m. PDT/5 p.m. AKDT  
 

In addition to the in-person and live virtual public meetings, a virtual presentation is available 
on the project website during the Draft SEIS/OEIS review and comment period from Sept. 4 to 
Oct. 19, 2026. The presentation provides information about the Proposed Action, its purpose 
and need, potential effects on environmental resource areas from the Proposed Action, the 
NEPA and NHPA Section 106 processes, and public involvement opportunities. 

ADDRESSES: Comments on the Draft SEIS/OEIS may be provided at the public meetings, via the 
online comment form, or by postal mail to: Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command 
Northwest, Attention: NWTT SEIS/OEIS Project Manager, 1101 Tautog Circle, Room 102, 
Silverdale, WA 98315-1101. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Proposed Action is to continue at-sea military readiness 
activities in the Study Area. Military readiness activities include training, testing, and 
undertaking range modernization and sustainment efforts necessary to support these activities 
into the future.   

The Navy is the lead agency for the Proposed Action and is responsible for the scope and 
content of the SEIS/OEIS, Section 106 compliance under the NHPA, and for coordinating 
outreach and public involvement in support of NEPA and Executive Orders 12114 and 13175. 
The Coast Guard is participating as a joint lead agency due to the inclusion of its training 
activities, which are similar to proposed Navy activities. The Coast Guard participated as a 
cooperating agency for the 2015 and 2020 analyses. 

At-sea military readiness activities may include the use of active sonar, explosives, and other 
sources of sound. The Navy and Coast Guard would continue to implement measures to avoid, 
minimize, or mitigate reasonably foreseeable effects during at-sea military readiness activities. 
Proposed modernization and sustainment of ranges include the maintenance, repair, 
replacement, or installation of in-water instrumentation and infrastructure for Southeast Alaska 
Acoustic Measurement Facility in Western Behm Canal near Ketchikan, Alaska, and replacement 
of in-water array towers and the installation of cables and hydrophones in the Dabob Bay 
Range Complex near Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, Washington. 

In 2020, the Navy prepared the first supplement to the 2015 NWTT EIS/OEIS. Since that 2020 
analysis, the second supplement includes: 1) new information regarding previously analyzed 
military readiness activities; 2) an updated compilation of training and testing activities deemed 
necessary to accomplish military readiness requirements; 3) necessary range modernization 
and sustainment activities; 4) new information from an updated acoustic effects model; and 5) 
best available science (new publications and emergent studies) since the previous NWTT 
analysis.  

The locations where military readiness activities would occur for the SEIS/OEIS are consistent 
with the locations in the previous NWTT analyses. All proposed military readiness activities 

https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Virtual-Presentation/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Comments/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Documents/


would occur in three areas: 1) Offshore Area (which includes the waters offshore of the 
Washington, Oregon, and Northern California coasts), 2) Inland Waters of Washington, and 3) 
Western Behm Canal in Southeast Alaska. Airspace activities within the Olympic Military 
Operations Area (previously analyzed as part of the Offshore Area) are not being reanalyzed or 
depicted in figures because these activities have not substantially changed, there is no new 
scientific information bearing on the effects, and the reasonably foreseeable effects are 
unchanged from the previous NWTT analyses. 

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to continue military readiness activities in the Study Area 
to ensure the Navy and the Coast Guard can organize, train, and equip service members and 
personnel to meet their respective national defense missions. Proposed military readiness 
activities are similar to those analyzed in both the 2015 and 2020 analyses and are consistent 
with activities occurring in the Pacific Northwest and Southeast Alaska for decades, with some 
updates to the types, frequency, duration, intensity, and location. The Proposed Action is 
needed to maintain military readiness through realistic training and rigorous testing in a marine 
environment, as well as the modernization and sustainment of ranges within the Study Area. 

The Draft SEIS/OEIS includes an analysis of three alternatives: 

• Under the No Action Alternative, the Navy and Coast Guard would not conduct the 
proposed military readiness activities in the Study Area, and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) would deny the Navy and Coast Guard’s application for Letters 
of Authorization under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. This alternative does not 
meet the Navy and Coast Guard’s purpose and need for the Proposed Action because it 
prevents them from meeting statutory readiness requirements and would result in an 
unacceptable increase in risk to military personnel and national security. The No Action 
Alternative is included in the analysis to serve as a baseline for comparing the 
reasonably foreseeable effects of Alternatives 1 and 2. 
 

• Alternative 1 (Preferred Alternative) reflects a representative year of military readiness 
activities to account for fluctuations in deployment schedules and testing programs. The 
majority of training and testing activities would be the same as or similar to those 
conducted currently or in the past; however, Alternative 1 includes implementation of 
new proposed military readiness activities. 
 

• Alternative 2 also encompasses both new and ongoing activities but assumes a higher 
annual tempo of activities to meet the highest levels of military readiness. Alternative 2 
reflects the maximum number of activities that could occur within a given year and 
assumes that maximum level of activities would occur every year over a seven-year 
period. 

The Navy and Coast Guard evaluated the reasonably foreseeable effects of the Proposed Action 
on the following resource areas: sediments and water quality, air resources, marine habitats, 
marine mammals, sea turtles, seabirds, marine vegetation, marine invertebrates, fishes, 
submerged cultural resources, American Indian and Alaska Native traditional resources, 



socioeconomic resources, and public health and safety. The Draft SEIS/OEIS also includes an 
analysis of measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental effects potentially resulting 
from military readiness activities.  

The Navy and Coast Guard are coordinating and consulting with federal and state agencies to 
comply with applicable laws and regulations. The Navy and Coast Guard are consulting with 
NMFS and will seek the issuance of federal regulatory permits and authorizations under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act to support at-sea military readiness requirements within the 
Study Area beyond November 2027, when current permits and authorizations expire. The Navy 
and Coast Guard are coordinating and consulting with NMFS and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on effects on listed species under the Endangered Species Act, with NMFS on essential 
fish habitat under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Office of National Marine Sanctuaries under 
the National Marine Sanctuaries Act, with appropriate state agencies under the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, and with state and tribal historic preservation officers under NHPA. The Navy 
will also undertake government-to-government consultation with federally recognized tribes. 

NMFS is a cooperating agency in the preparation of the SEIS/OEIS due to the nature and scope 
of the Proposed Action, and because of their expertise and regulatory authority over marine 
resources. As a cooperating agency, NMFS subject matter experts provide authoritative input to 
discussions of the potential effects on marine mammals and other protected marine species 
and habitats. Additionally, after independent review, NMFS may adopt the SEIS/OEIS to fulfill its 
NEPA obligations for the rule-making process under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

The Navy and Coast Guard distributed the Draft SEIS/OEIS to federal and state government 
agencies with which they are consulting, and to stakeholders, as requested. The Draft SEIS/OEIS 
is available for review and download; printed copies are available at these locations: 

1. Everett Main Library, 2702 Hoyt Ave., Everett, Wash. 98201 
2. Gig Harbor Library, 4424 Point Fosdick Drive NW, Gig Harbor, Wash. 98335 
3. Kitsap Regional Library (Poulsbo), 700 NE Lincoln Road, Poulsbo, Wash. 98370 
4. Kitsap Regional Library - Sylvan Way (Bremerton), 1301 Sylvan Way, Bremerton, Wash. 

98310 
5. North Olympic Library System Forks Branch, 171 S. Forks Ave., Forks, Wash. 98331 
6. Lopez Island Library, 2225 Fisherman Bay Road, Lopez Island, Wash. 98261 
7. Oak Harbor Public Library, 1000 SE Regatta Drive, Oak Harbor, Wash. 98277 
8. Port Angeles Main Library, 2210 S. Peabody St., Port Angeles, Wash. 98362 
9. San Juan Island Library, 1010 Guard St., Friday Harbor, Wash. 98250 
10. Timberland Regional Library Hoquiam, 420 Seventh St., Hoquiam, Wash. 98550 
11. Astoria Public Library, 1512 Duane St., Astoria, Ore. 97103 
12. Driftwood Public Library, 801 SW Highway 101 #201, Lincoln City, Ore. 97367 
13. Newport Public Library, 35 NW Nye St., Newport, Ore. 97365 
14. Oregon State University Guin Library Hatfield Marine Science Center, 2030 SE Marine 

Science Drive, Newport, Ore. 97365 
15. Tillamook Main Library, 1716 Third St., Tillamook, Ore. 97141 

https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Information-Repositories/
https://www.nepa.navy.mil/Current-Projects/At-Sea-Ranges/Northwest-Training-and-Testing-Supplemental-EIS-OEIS/Public-Involvement/Information-Repositories/


16. Humboldt County Public Library Arcata Branch Library, 500 Seventh St., Arcata, Calif. 
95521 

17. Humboldt County Public Library Eureka Main Library, 1313 Third St., Eureka, Calif. 95501 
18. Fort Bragg Branch Library, 499 Laurel St., Fort Bragg, Calif. 95437 
19. Juneau Public Library Downtown Branch, 292 Marine Way, Juneau, Alaska 99801 
20. Ketchikan Public Library, 1110 Copper Ridge Lane, Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

The public, stakeholders, and federally recognized tribes are invited to review the Draft 
SEIS/OEIS and provide substantive comments on the Proposed Action, the environmental 
analysis, and the project’s potential to affect historic in-water properties in line with Section 106 
of the NHPA. Comments will be considered under NEPA and Section 106 of the NHPA, as 
appropriate. Substantive comments provided at the in-person public meetings, via the online 
comment form, or mailed to the address provided in the ADDRESSES section will be considered 
during the preparation of the Final SEIS/OEIS.  

For information about the NHPA Section 106 process, or if you are interested in becoming a 
consulting party, please visit the Public Involvement for the NHPA page. 

The project website is a resource for learning more about the project and in-person and live 
virtual public meetings; downloading the Draft SEIS/OEIS; viewing the virtual presentation; 
submitting questions for the virtual public meeting; and submitting comments on the 
environmental analysis.   

Dated: September 4, 2026. 
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