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Appendix G Agency Correspondence

Appendix G contains the correspondence between the Navy and federal or state agencies with
respect to cooperating agency and joint lead agency status (Section G.1), the Coastal Zone
Management Act (Section G.2), the Endangered Species Act (Section G.3), the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (Section G.4), the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (Section G.5), the National Historic Preservation Act (Section G.6), and the
National Marine Sanctuaries Act (Section G.7). Additional correspondence will be added to the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement
after the public review period.
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G.1 Cooperating Agency and Joint Lead Agency Status

G.1.1 National Marine Fisheries Service

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASIINGTON DC 203 50-2000

5090
Ser N41/25U116694
26 Aug 25

Ms. Kimberly Damon-Randall
Director, Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Fishenes

1315 East West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Damon-Randall:

SUBJECT: NORTHWEST TRAINING AND TESTING SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT - COOPERATING AGENCY REQUEST

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Department of the
Navy (Navy) 1s initiating the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement/
Overseas Environmental Statement (SEIS/OEIS) to evaluate the potential environmental effects
associated with military readiness training (“training”) and research, development, testing, and
evaluation (RDT&E, or “testing”) activities within the Northwest Training and Testing (NWTT)
Study Area.

This NWTT SEIS/OEIS represents the fourth phase (Phase IV) of ongoing NEPA and EO
12114 comphance for continuation of at-sea training and testing. It will evaluate military
readiness activities from 2027 into the reasonably foreseeable future and incorporate evolving
mission requirements assoclated with force structure changes, including those resulting from the
development, testing, and ultimate introduction of new platforms (vessels, aircraft, and weapon
systems) into the Pacific Fleet. The Phase [V NWTT SEIS/OEIS Study Area remains consistent
with the area studied in the Phase IIIl NWTT SEIS/OEIS completed in 2020 which mcludes three
components: (1) the Offshore Area; (2) the Inland Waters of Washington; and (3) the Western
Behm Canal, Alaska. The Phase IV NWTT SEIS/OEIS will provide supplemental analysis using
updated marine mammal density data and acoustic effects model for the permitted activities at
sea and on FDM that may have changed from Phase [II.

The Phase IV NWTT SEIS/OEIS 1s intended to serve as a basis for the issuance of regulatory
permits and authorizations. The existing Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) Final Rule
and Letters of Authorization (LOA) will expire in November 2027,

To better complete the analysis required within the permitting and consultation process
pursuant to the MMPA and the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the Navy believes that
participation by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 1s essential. Therefore, in
accordance with NEPA guidelines on cooperating agencies, Navy requests that NMFS serve as a
cooperating agency for the development of the Phase IV NWTT SEIS/OEIS.
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As defined in 42 U.5.C. § 43364, the Navy is the lead agency for the Phase IV NWTT
SEIS/OEIS. As the lead agency, the Navy will perform the following:

a. Gather all necessary background information and prepare all necessary permit
applications associated with the proposed action.

b. Work with NMFS personnel to determine the method of estimating potential effects to
protecied marine species, including threatened and endangered species.

¢. Determine the scope of the NWTT SEIS/OEIS, including the alternatives evaluated.
d. Circulate the NEPA document to the public and other interested parties.

€. Schedule and supervise meetings held in support of the NEPA process and compile
comments received from the public.

f.  Maintain an administrative record and respond to any Freedom of Information Act
requests relating to the NWTT SEIS/OEIS.

g. Maintain and execute an overall project planning schedule. The imitial NWTT
SEIS/OEIS Stick Chart containing major milestones is provided in enclosure (1).

h. Maintain and execute an interagency permitting schedule for MMPA and ESA
authorizations. The NWTT Interagency Permitting Milestone Schedule is provided in enclosure

).

1. Track permitting schedule milestones via an online At-Sea Permitting Dashboard that
will be updated by Navy and accessible by Navy and NMFS staff.

J. Provide proposed schedule changes, as necessary, to the Interagency Permitting
Milestone Schedule.

Navy respectfully requests that NMFS, in its role as a cooperating agency, provide support as
follows:

a. Provide imely comments on working drafts of the SEIS/OEIS. The Navy requests that
comments on draft SEIS/OEIS documents be provided in accordance with approved project
schedules.

b. Provide timely regulatory deliverables, such as draft and final Proposed Rules, in
accordance with approved project schedules.

[3¥]
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¢. Adhere to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy and provide advance notification
to the Navy when there is a likelihood of missing schedule milestones.

d. Respond to Navy requests for information, especially related to review of the acoustic
effects analysis and evaluation of the effectiveness of protective and mitigation measures.

e. Coordinate, to the maximum extent practicable, any public comment periods required in
the MMPA permitting process with the Navy’s NEPA public comment periods.

f.  Participate, as necessary, in Tiger Team meetings hosted by the Navy for discussion of

1ssues related to the SEIS/OEIS.

g. Participate in project scoping and public meetings and attend any scheduled risk
communication training in advance of those meetings.

h. Provide a formal, written response to this cooperating agency request.

Navy and NMFS have been working to develop the enclosed schedules integrating the
requirements of NEPA, MMPA and ESA in support of environmental planning for the NWTT
Study Area.

a. The schedules establish target milestones to facilitate coordination across the agencies’
areas of responsibility. Each agency commits to support the target milestones within their area
of responsibility, to notify other affected parties 1f a milestone within that signatory's area of
responsibility 1s at risk, and to 1dentify in-house schedule adjustments to achieve Record of
Decision dates.

b. This commitment to support integrated scheduling in no way supersedes regulatory
processes nor do the agencies assume the outcome of requisite regulatory analyses, agency
determinations, public involvement processes or independent agency decision authorities.

¢. Navy and NMFS agree to coordinate any significant changes to the schedules with their
senior leadership. Proposed changes that require a waiver of the two-year NEPA regulatory
timeline for completion of an Environmental Impact Statement will be forwarded to Navy and

NMEFS senior agency officials for approval.

d. The Navy views meeting the commitments in this agreement as critical to the successful
completion of the environmental planning process for the NWTT SEIS/OEIS. NMFS assistance
will be invaluable in this endeavor.
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We appreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to your response. The
Navy point of contact for this action is Ms. Kimberly Kler, who can be reached at( i [ p

D - G

Sincerely,

WAITE BENJAMIN.  etaby sge i
CHARLES. 1254442 [ tmauncramess

Vit
[TPTE
Dute: 0035561 36 (6 537 Hd0ir

107

B. C. WAITE
By direction

Enclosures: 1. NWTT SEIS/OEIS Master Project Schedule (Stick Chart)
2. NWTT SEIS/OEIS Interagency Permitting Milestone Schedule

Copy to (w/o enclosures):
ASN (EI&E)

DASN (EM&R)

OAGC (EI&E)
COMPACFLT (N465)
COMUSFLTFORCOM (N46)
CNIC (N45)
COMNAVSEASYSCOM
COMNAVAIRSYSCOM
COMNAVWARCOM
ONR

COMNAVREG NW (N45)
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P
L L UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
o= ' Mational Desanic and Atmoapheric Administration
Q}, ’T‘J."f MNATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
.?r,;::nf 1315 Eaat-Wast Highway
Sivar Spring, Maryland 20810

THE DIRECTOR
September 16, 2025

Deputy Chief of Naval Operations

Fleet Readiness and Logistics (CNO N4)
Attn: Ms. A. R. Sullivan

2000 Navy Pentagon, Rm 2E274
Washington, DC 20350-2000

Dear Ms. Sullivan,

Thank you for your letter requesting that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) participate as a cooperating agency in the preparation
of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement (OEIS) to evaluate potential environmental effects of military readiness activities,
which consist of training and testing, conducted within the Northwest Training and Testing
(NWTT) Study Area. We reaffirm our support of the Navy’s decision to prepare a SEIS/OEIS for
NWTT and agree to be a cooperating agency, due, in part, to our responsibilities under section
101(a)(5)A) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act and section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

In response to your letter, NMFS staff will continue to, to the extent possible, provide support as
follows:

* Provide timely comments on working drafts of the SEIS/OEIS in accordance with
agreed-upon project schedules:

* Provide timely regulatory deliverables, such as draft and final proposed rules, in
accordance with agreed-upon project schedules;

* Adhere to the overall schedule as agreed-upon with the Navy and provide advance
notification to the Navy when there 1s a likelithood of missing schedule milestones;

* Respond to Navy requests for information, in particular related to review of the acoustic
effects analysis and evaluation of the effectiveness of protective and mitigation
measures;

+ Participate, as necessary, in Tiger Team meetings hosted by the Navy for discussion of
1ssues related to the SEIS/OEIS; and

* Assess the need for participation in project scoping and public meetings and attend
when agreed upon given staff workload and available funding.
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Further, as noted in your letter, Navy and NMFS worked to develop the schedules included in
Enclosures | and 2 to the Navy’s letier integrating the requirements of NEPA, MMPA and ESA
in support of environmental planning for the NWTT Study Area. NMFS commuts to support the
target milestones within its area of responsibility, to notify other affected parties if a milestone
within our area of responsibility is at risk, and to identify in- house schedule adjustments to achieve
Record of Decision dates. This commitment to support integrated scheduling in no way supersedes
regulatory processes nor assumes the outcome of requisite regulatory analyses, agency
determinations, public mvolvement processes or independent agency decision authorities.
Additionally, the Navy and NMFS agree to coordinate any changes to the schedules with their
senior leadership, if needed. Proposed changes that require a waiver of the two-year NEPA
timeline for completion of an Environmental Impact Statement will be forwarded to Navy and

NMFS senior agency officials for approval.
If you need any additional information, please contact Leah Davis, NMFS Office of Protected

Resources, o (RN

Sincerely,

Samuel D. Rauch III
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs
National Marine Fisheries Service

G-7
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G.1.2 United States Coast Guard

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON DN 20350-2000

5090
Ser N41/25U116695
26 Aug 25

Mr. Andrew Haley

Chief, Office of Environmental Management
Commandant (CG-47)

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Stop 7714 2703
Martin Luther King Ir. Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20593

Dear Mr. Haley:

SUBJECT: NORTHWEST TRAINING AND TESTING SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT — JOINT LEAD AGENCY REQUEST

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Executive Order
(EO) 12114, the Department of the Navy (Navy) is initiating the preparation of a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Statement (SEIS/OEIS) to the 2015
Northwest Training and Testing (NWTT) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS) and 2020 NWTT Supplemental EIS/OEIS. The
SEIS/OEIS will evaluate the potential environmental effects associated with military readiness
training (“training”) and research, development, testing, and evaluation (RDT&E, or “testing™)
activities within the NWTT Study Area.

This NWTT SEIS/OEIS represents the fourth phase (Phase IV) of ongoing NEPA and EO
12114 comphance for continuation of at-sea training and testing. It will evaluate military
readiness activities from 2027 into the reasonably foreseeable future and mcorporate evolving
mission requirements associated with force structure changes, including those resulting from the
development, testing, and ultimate introduction of new platforms (vessels, aircraft, and weapon
systems) into the Pacific Fleet. This analysis will include the potential effects caused by United
States (U.S.) Coast Guard training activities in support of various Department of Defense
statutory missions for which the Navy believes that participation by the U.S. Coast Guard 1s
essential. Therefore, in accordance with the NEPA (specifically 42 U.5.C. § 4336a), Navy
requests that U.S. Coast Guard serve as a joint lead agency for the development of the Phase IV
NWTT SEIS/OEIS.

As defined in 42 U.S.C. § 43364, the Navy is the lead agency for the Phase [V NWTT
SEIS/OEIS. As the lead agency, the Navy will perform the following:

a. Gather all necessary background information and prepare all necessary permit
applications associated with the proposed action.
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b. Work with the National Marine Fisheries Service personnel to determine the method of
estimating potential effects to protected marine species, including threatened and endangered
species.

¢. Request the participation of each joint lead agency in the NEPA process at the earliest
possible time.

d. Determine the scope of the NWTT SEIS/OEIS, including the alternatives evaluated.
e. Circulate the NEPA document to the public and other interested parties.

f. Schedule and supervise meetings held in support of the NEPA process and compile
comments received from the public.

g. Maintain an administrative record and respond to any Freedom of Information Act
requests relating to the NWTT SEIS/OEIS.

h. Maintain and execute an overall project planning schedule. The initial NWTT
SEIS/OEIS “Stick Chart™ containing major milestones 1s provided in enclosure (1).

1. Track permitting schedule milestones via an online At-Sea Permitting Dashboard that
will be updated by Navy and accessible by Navy and U.S. Coast Guard staff.

J- Provide proposed schedule changes, as necessary, to the Interagency Permitting
Milestone Schedule.

Navy respectfully requests that U.S. Coast Guard, in its role as a joint lead agency, provide
support as follows:

a. Participate throughout the NEPA process at the earliest possible time to ensure U.S.
Coast Guard equities are properly considered.

b. Provide and review proposed training activities that will be conducted within the NWTT
Study Area.

¢. Provide timely comments on working drafts of the SEIS/OEIS. The Navy requests that
comments on draft EIS/OEIS documents be provided in accordance with approved project
schedules.

d. Adhere to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy and provide advance notification
to the Navy when there 1s a likelthood of missing scheduled milestones.

[
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e. Utilize U.S. Coast Guard resources (including funding) to support role as a joint lead
agency.

f. Participate, as necessary, in Tiger Team meetings hosted by the Navy for discussion of
issues related to the NWTT SEIS/OEIS.

g. Participate in project scoping and public meetings and attend any scheduled nisk
communication training in advance of those meetings.

h. Provide a formal, written response to this joint lead agency request.

The Navy views meeting the commitments in this agreement as critical to the successful
completion of the environmental planning process for the NWTT SEIS/OEIS. U.S. Coast Guard
assistance will be invaluable in this endeavor.

We appreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to your response. The
Navy point of contact for this action is Ms. Kimberly Kler, who can be reached at( D

b -G

Sincerely,

WAITE BENJAMIN. - sty sgrmisy
CHARLES. 125444 (/" esumaissn

ar
107 Duter 3018 0 38 Ok 2453 -Oa0H0

B. C. WAITE
By direction

Enclosure: 1. NWTT SEIS/OEIS Master Project Schedule (Stick Chart)

Copy to (w/o enclosure):

ASN (EI&E)

DASN (EM&R)

OAGC (EI&E)

COMPACFLT (N465)

CNIC (N45)

COMNAVSEASYSCOM
COMNAVAIRSYSCOM
COMNAVWARCOM

ONR

COMNAVREG NW (N45)

Commander, Eleventh Coast Guard District
Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District
Commander, Seventeenth Coast Guard District
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U.8. Department of Commandant 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE
Homeland Security United States Coast Guard g:?rhél;gwn DC _2059 -T800
United States Phone:
Coast Guard Emal
5090
06 Oct 2025
MEMORANDUM
From: Amy B. Grable, RDML Reply to COMDT (CG-751)
COMDT (CG-T) Attm of: CDR J. J. Montes
Phone: (D

To: Ms. A. Rae Sullivan, SES

Director, Installations Division

Subj: NORTHWEST TRAINING AND TESTING SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT - JOINT
LEAD AGENCY REQUEST

Ref:  (a) Chief of Naval Operations letter, dtd 26 Aug 2025 (Ser N41/25U116695)

1. The Coast Guard appreciates the invitation to serve as a joint-lead agency. In response to
Reference (a) regarding the Northwest Training and Testing (NWTT) Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS/OEIS), the
Coast Guard agrees to serve as a Joint Lead Agency under the National Environmental Policy
Act.

2. The Coast Guard agrees to the Navy’s request to provide the following support:

a. Participate throughout the NEPA process at the earliest possible time to ensure U.5.
Coast Guard equities are properly considered.

b. Provide and review proposed traming activities that will be conducted within the NWTT
Study Area.

¢. Provide timely comments on working drafis of the SEIS/OEIS in accordance with
approved project schedules.

d. Adhere to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy and provide advance notification
to the Navy when there is a likelihood of missing schedule milestones.

e. Uthize U.S. Coast Guard resources (including funding) to support our role as a joint lead
agency.

f.  Participate, as necessary, in Tiger Team meetings hosted by the Navy for discussion of
1ssues related to the NWTT SEIS/OEIS.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS 06 Oct 2025
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT - JOINT LEAD AGENCY
REQUEST

g. Participate in the Navy’s requirement for scoping and public meetings and attend any
scheduled risk communication training in advance of those meetings.

3. Thank you for the opportumty to serve as a Joint Lead Federal Agency. My point of contacts
for this project are CDR Jeremy Montes ( NGNS ) 1 Fachelle Hill
L

-
Copy: CG-FD&I

2
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G.2 Coastal Zone Management Act

G.2.1 Washington
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G.2.2 Oregon
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G.2.3 California
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G.3 Endangered Species Act

G.3.1 National Marine Fisheries Service
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G.3.2 United States Fish and Wildlife Service
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G.4 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
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G.5 Marine Mammal Protection Act
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G.6 National Historic Preservation Act
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G.7 National Marine Sanctuaries Act
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