
Organization Comment 
Guam and CNMI - CNMI 
Women's Summit and 
Association Joint 
Working Group 

The people of the Mariana Islands have been confronted by ever-
expanding and compounding plans presented by the US military — 
including the Marine Relocation to Guam, the Mariana Islands Range 
Complex (MIRC), the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Study 
Area, the Divert Activities and Exercises, and the CNMI Joint Military 
Training (CJMT) — all of which are interconnected projects that involve the 
irreparable damage of the land, sea, air, and biological systems of the 
Marianas archipelago.  
Military activities conducted in the Marianas threaten to harm the local 
population by increasing the likelihood of illnesses caused by exposure to 
contaminants and civilian injuries and deaths caused by botched Military 
training exercises (both of which occurred during military training range 
exercises on the Puerto Rican island of Vieques), and therefore 
degradation of the land, water and air by any pollutants, including all 
physical, chemical and biologic agents should not be allowed. 
Military training and testing in the Marianas also poses a dire threat to our 
sustainable economic development by jeopardizing the health of the local 
workforce and degrading the natural beauty of the Marianas (including the 
many historic sites and structures around the islands and in the 
surrounding seas) which constitutes an essential element attracting 
tourists to our islands. 
The degradation of the natural environment, human health and local 
economy of the Marianas threatens to trigger a mass emigration from our 
homeland, thus constituting an existential threat to our sense of cultural 
identity. 
Following the above line of logic, it can be concluded that any damage to 
the natural environment of the Marianas archipelago constitutes violence 
enacted upon the indigenous Chamorro and Refaluwasch (Carolinian) 
peoples and the degradation of their cultures — for the natural 
environment, the indigenous peoples who dwell upon and protect the 
natural environment, and the cultures of those peoples constitute one 
indivisible whole. 
In resisting this violence, we stand in solidarity with all islander and 
indigenous peoples fighting against the needless destruction of their 
physical persons, homelands, and cultures by the US military. 
The people of the CNMI, Guam, and indigenous and islander peoples 
across the globe, pledge to vigorously oppose any US military plans which 
threaten to degrade the natural environment, human health, indigenous 
culture, economic development and political empowerment of the people 
of the CNMI and Guam. 

Prutehi Litekyan: Save 
Ritidian 

Prutehi Litekyan: Save Ritidian (PLSR) is a direct action group dedicated to 
the protection of natural and cultural resources in the areas identified for 
DOD live-fire training on Guam.  We oppose the continued destruction and 
desecration of our sacred land and ocean by U.S. Military training and 
testing activities in the Marianas and in the broader Pacific region.   
Prutehi Litekyan: Save Ritidian vehemently opposes the continued 
destruction caused by the Navy’s training and testing activities that include 
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the use of active sonar and explosives in the Mariana Islands Range 
Complex (MIRC) and the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) study 
area.   
We oppose the use of active sonar and explosives in and the continued 
occupation of 984,601 square nautical miles of the entire ocean across and 
beyond the Mariana Islands, which is larger than the states of Washington, 
Oregon, California, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, Montana and New Mexico 
combined.  
We oppose the serious threats to our marine archaeological sites and our 
ocean ecosystem.  We are deeply concerned about the consequences such 
actions will have on the significant resources our great ocean and land 
provide us in the Mariåna Islands. These actions have a devastating impact 
on indigenous culture and lifeways, increase our dependence on imported 
foods sources, and erode our resilience. 
Our community has been made aware of serious risks associated with this 
training through the review of the MITT Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) and analysis made public by local officials.   
We oppose the continued taking of marine mammals and rare and 
endangered species as a result of military training and testing activities. 
The MITT draft SEIS lacks current research on the impacts of sonar, vessel 
interactions, and explosives detonation in the water on marine mammals. 
The Guam Department of Agriculture has noted that recent information 
on strandings, sightings, whales sighted giving birth were not included in 
the draft SEIS for the MITT. The Agat offshore mine detonation area is a 
well documented site with photographic evidence of sperm whales 
birthing, which is listed both as an endangered species and marine 
mammal. At least five sea turtles were killed by vessel strike in the last 
seven years in inner Apra Harbor, which is closed to all activity except 
military vessel activities. There have also been reports of the military 
encroaching on important fishing grounds outside of the test sites and 
closing off public access.  
We oppose the continued destruction of our coral reefs and continued 
contamination of our waters and marine life.  The Guam Coastal 
Management Program has posed concerns about potential contamination 
from the breakdown from military expended material, as well as the 
potential for contamination to spread through ocean ecosystem and food 
chain. Additionally, the program also discussed the potential damage to 
hard bottom substrate, which as a site for coral polyps settlement.  
We oppose the increase in underwater mine charges.  The Guam 
Environmental Protection Agency has reported that neither the 2015 MITT 
nor the 2019 Supplemental MITT have a discussion on the rational for an 
increase from a 10 lbs. underwater mine charge to the new standard of a 
20 lbs. charge for the listed mine detonation activities.  
We oppose the lack of transparency.  The military has not been diligent in 
providing reports of species taking, surveys, and other impacts to the 
public. EPA officials have also stated that reports have not been provided 
to document the impacts of all activities.  
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We oppose continued destruction to our ancestral sites and cultural 
resources.  The Guam State Historic Preservation Officer has expressed 
concerns that the list of cultural resources referenced in the SEIS does not 
fully incorporate all the cultural resources that may be impacted.  
Guam, the Marianas Islands, the larger Micronesian region, and the 
broader Pacific have all had a long history of destruction and 
contamination from U.S. military activities.  On a regular basis, we are 
flooded with more news of contamination and devastating loss of cultural 
and natural resources.  The U.S. military has historically proven and 
continues to prove that they are not good stewards of the land and sea.  In 
this process, we are reminded that we do not have a “seat at the table”.  
Prutehi Litekyan: Save Ritidian opposes the continued injustice against our 
ocean, lands, and people.  

Ohana Ho`opakele I find the MITT EIS totally inadequate. I oppose the inclusion of the Guam - 
Hawaii corridor in this EIS. 
This EIS is simply a request to damage nature and natural resources. Who 
speaks out on behalf of nature and the preservation of nature and natural 
resources? I see no agency that represents nature or nature's resources. 
Then, the only organization or representative that stands on behalf of 
nature or nature's resources are the public, or more specifically the 
indegenous people. The Chamorro people are the only ones that represent 
nature. Their voice must be listened to! 
This process is not fair. It is biased against the Chamorro people who 
represent nature. 
Thus, this MITT EIS is a flawed process. It cannot pass the simplest verdict 
of, "Is this process fair?" 
Thank you for allowing me and my organization to comment on this EIS! 

Mariana Islands Fishing 
Co-operative 

I am a fisherman. Farrallon De Mendinilla (FDM) is the largest reef in 
Micronesia and with an abundance of a variety of fish. Our fishermen 
enjoy going to FDM because you never come back empty handed.  Closure 
of Mendinilla started at 3 miles then grew to 10 miles and now sits at 13 
miles. Additionally, the closures used to be 3 months a year are now about 
80% of the year. The open fishing times are set at a time when the waters 
are too rough to tread north.  
Safety and fuel impede venturing for fishing further north as the cell 
phone and VHF radio range ends at FDM. This has forced the fishermen to 
over-fish the southern Mariana islands fishing stocks and resort to fishing 
methods which cause more environmental damage. Further escalation of 
bombing and shelling will further diminish the times when we can fish at 
FDM.  
The real owners of the lands and waters, our children, are impacted by the 
very fact that they are denied the privilege of fishing in the northern 
islands due to the military closures.  
Although the lands are “leased” to the United States, the United States 
Navy proposes to increase shelling, bombing and destruction of FDM up to 
4 times the current allowance. This is pure negligence of damaging the 
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land owners property. The owners are our children. Our islands are an 
environmental trust, left by our forefathers. There should be a reduction in 
bombing and shelling since we have suffered long enough going on 40 
years of the loss of use of these waters and reefs. 
Sonic testing should NOT happen as many of our sea creatures are 
destructively affected by sonar and will further upset our fragile 
ecosystem.  
We are very limited in land area and we must conserve and protect our 
miniscule amount of lands assign by the almighty God for our people. We 
are still cleaning up after World War 2 with live ammo still being 
unearthed every day.   
The Chamorro and Carolinian people almost lost our language and culture 
to the Spanish, Germans and Japanese and now we are in damage of 
losing our environment and lands to the United States of America.  
The US Navy is blessed that at the end of the day you all go back to your 
comfortable homes and families while we are left with an environmental 
mess and land that will be totally useless. Please curb the destruction of 
our lands, waters and way of life. 
God bless our service men and women and may God Bless the people of 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

 


