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April 27,2018

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific

Attn: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

JBPHH, HI 96860-3134

Subject: Written Comments on MITT Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS
(DSEIS/OQEIS)

USE OF SUBTERFUGE

The Northern Marianas Descent Corporation (NMDC) indisputably objects
to the U.S. Navy’s illegal and dishonest approach to its expansion of live-
fire training and testing facilities in and around the Marianas archipelago
through use of subterfuge.

The Navy’s tactics include:

1. Breaking its monumental live-fire project into smaller, more
innocuous appearing projects of limited geographic scope.

2. Ignoring and refusing to consider any and all alternatives that allow
them to meet their objectives elsewhere besides the Marianas.

3. Ignoring the cumulative impacts of its multiple and obviously inter-
related live-fire projects. These projects include:
a. Military Training in the Marianas (1999)
b. Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance and Strike

(ISR/Strike) (2006)

Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC) (2010)

Mariana Islands Testing and Training (MITT) (2015)

Marines Relocation to Guam (2015)

CNMI Joint Military Training (CJMT) (Begun 2015)

Divert Activities and Exercises (2016)

Ritidian Live-Fire Training Range Complex (LFTRC) (2018)
i. Supplemental Mariana Islands Testing and Training (MITT) - 2019

4. Creating massive and highly technical Environmental Impact
Statements that are beyond the reasonable comprehension of the
public that the Navy is obligated to inform of the impacts of their
project. In this case nearly 1,500 pages, all in college level English,
were presented to a community where English is a second or third
language to the majority of adults.
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5. Failing to provide reasonably adequate time for public scrutiny of the
EIS.

6. Failing to provide the public with informational meetings that
encourage open discussion. In this case public meetings provided
almost no information and were staffed by very few personnel who
had limited knowledge of the EIS except in their tiny area of
involvement.

It is clear that the Navy is actively evading its responsibility to follow the
letter and the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act. Each of the
above listed tactics renders the Navy’s DSEIS/OEIS incomplete and
inadequate. Because of this failure to comply with NEPA, the DSEIS/OEIS
and related informing activities must be redone in a prudent manner that
corrects the above deficiencies.

MARINE NOISE

The DSEIS/OEIS does not take into consideration the cumulative impacts
of its active sonar use and testing in light of current high levels of marine
noise caused by other activities in the ocean, particularly sonar or
acoustic sensing used for oil exploration. The Navy is required to consider
not only the impact on marine life of the noise it creates, but must
consider the cumulative impacts of all ocean noise that it contributes to.
Man-caused noise levels in the ocean today are at historic high and there
is ample scientific evidence that this source of ocean noise is disruptive
and detrimental to marine mammals.

IRREVERSIBLE DESTRUCTION OF RESOURCES

The Navy intends to continue its high level bombing of Farallon de
Medinilla (FDM) despite the fact that the island is already irreversibly
damaged. In fact, after already increasing the rate of bombing by 300%,
the Navy now proposes to increase the rate of bombing with its highest
destructive bombs. FDM is public land, owned collectively by the people
of Northern Marianas Descent. It is our nearest northern island and it sits
on the largest thriving coral reef in Micronesia. Unequivocally, this is an
immensely valuable natural and cultural resource to the people of the
NMI for sustainable food sustenance and traditional cultural and
environmental conservation management practices. Continued bombing
of FDM and testing and training activities in the surrounding waters and
the coral reef must be stopped as the land resource and the fisheries
resource are not only being denied to the people of the NMI today, but are
in danger of becoming irreversibly and irretrievably lost permanently for
all time. The island was never leased to be destroyed. The Navy has
simply taken it upon itself to define what is acceptable use of the island
under the lease. The owners of the island, as well as the CNMI
government, have a right to object to the Navy’s self-serving
interpretation that the lease that cost them a mere $20,000 entitles them
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a free reign to destroy the island. Assuredly, the DSEIS/OEIS must
describe the impact of past, present, and future MITT training on FDM
and the surrounding coral reef, and must project the condition of the
island in relation to its becoming an irreversibly and irretrievably lost
valuable resource. The island must be returned in the condition in which
it was given to the Department of Defense. If it cannot be restored to that
condition already, then bombing must end. If it still can be restored to
that condition, then the DSEIS/OEIS must project when it will be
necessary to cease destructive use of the island so that it can be restored
and returned in as original, good condition.

RESTRICTIONS ON SEA TRAVEL AND FISHING

Any continuation or expansion of the MITT activities that limits the right
of the people of the Marianas to freedom of movement between their
islands or access to the marine resources for cultural practices and
available food source supply that the indigenous Chamoru and
Refaluwaasch community has relied on for over 4,000 years is
unacceptable. The DSEIS/OEIS is blatantly vague about the restrictions
that the Navy’s plans will put on public interisland travel. The
DSEIS/OEIS must state who, what, when, where, and why travel will be
restricted. The NMlI is actively involved in resettling its northern islands.
The DSEIS/OEIS must state how the project will impact this. The NMI
community has long valued and used the fishing grounds around FDM.
The DSEIS/OEIS must state how the project will impact this. The CNMI
community is actively re-establishing its ancient maritime tradition and
promoting canoe culture as a means to improve health, strengthen
cultural identity, and attract tourists to our islands. We intend to put
hundreds of traditional canoes on our seas and to travel again between
our islands. The DSEIS/OEIS must state how the project will impact this.
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