
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I am writing you this letter today as a climate change advocate, an environmentalist, a business 
owner and a resident of Guam. My organization, Micronesia Climate Change Alliance, seeks to 
raise awareness on climate related issues through outreach and education. Guam, like many 
pacific islands, is at risk for the worst effects of climate change due to our size and location. 
Although Guam’s carbon footprint cannot even compare to that of China or the U.S., we still 
need to mitigate our emissions as much as possible. It is also important for us to become more 
resilient in the face of our changing climate and dangerous storms to come. At the ongoing rate 
of the Military’s actions against our environment, it is concerning that the residents of Guam 
will suffer because of this.  
 
Most recently, beached whales have been showing up on Navy shores.  While the military 
denies active use of sonar testing in the involvement of beached whales, extensive research 
proves otherwise. In January 2019, a small beaked whale was euthanized after becoming 
stranded on a reef for the second time. While the military continuously states that they look at 
all environmental, cultural, historical, natural and marine life resources, history would prove 
otherwise. It is well known and documented that the military has caused severe damage on 
Guam. The brown tree snakes that came here on a US Naval Cargo ships after World War two 
caused 10 species of forest birds, 2 native mammals and 6 species of lizards to go extinct. 
Military dumping and nuclear testing contaminated the Pacific with PCBs and radiation. In 2007, 
a U.S. Navy Nuclear submarine leaked trace amounts of radioactivity in our waters, poisoning 
the fish and further damaging our reefs.  
 
Another major concern is climate change. Ocean acidification, sea level rise and warming 
waters are all a result of man-made climate change. Heat in the oceans acts as fuel, causing 
ocean-based storms to become more destructive. We witnessed Typhoon Yutu make 
catastrophic landfall in the Marianas only last year. Saipan and Tinian are still trying to recover 
from this.  
 
It was reported recently that the world’s oceans have been absorbing far more excess heat in 
recent decades than scientists had predicted. Earth’s oceans have absorbed 93% of the excess 
heat from greenhouse gas emissions. The warming of our oceans leads to deoxygenation, and 
sea level rise resulting from the expanding seas as they heat up and increase the melting of sea 
ice. This already has multiple effects on marine life, such as loss of breeding grounds for marine 
mammals, seabirds and fisheries. In 1911, earth’s atmosphere had 300 parts per million of 
carbon dioxide. Today, we hover around 410 parts per million, planetary conditions that are 
unknown to any human beings before us and uncharted territory for our survival.  
 
In sections 2.4.2.1 under the No Action Alternative in the draft supplemental EIS/OEIS it 
states:  
 
“Cessation of proposed Navy at-sea training and testing activities would mean that the Navy 
would not meet its statutory requirements and would be unable to properly defend itself and 



the United States from enemy forces, unable to successfully detect enemy submarines, and 
unable to effectively use its weapons systems or defensive countermeasures due to a lack of 
training of forces and testing of systems that replicate the conditions to which Naval forces 
must operate while executing the range of military operations required to further national 
security objectives. Navy personnel would essentially not obtain the unique skills or be 
prepared to safely and effectively use sensors, weapons, and technologies in realistic scenarios 
required to accomplish the overall mission.”  
 
In short, this section states that the military has the ability to not take action but phrases it in 
such a way that makes it seem like this is their only option. “Sole reliance on simulation would 
deny service members the ability to develop battle-ready required proficiency in the 
employment of active sonar during military operations” (Section 2.4.1.4, Simulated Training 
and Testing Only). Similarly, sonar and explosive uses deny the residents of Guam and our 
Marine life the ability to become resistant against climate change, ocean acidification, rising 
seas and warming waters. These only make us, our seas, our coral, our marine life, more 
vulnerable to the devastating effects of climate change. Active sonar and explosive testing may 
benefit the Military’s ability to train and defend, but it weakens Guam’s ability to fight back 
against natural disasters that are increasing because of climate change.  
 
Marine life has declined 49% on average from 1970-2012. Since 2008, 25.3 million people have 
been newly displaced due to natural disasters. While climate change will never be that one 
thing that causes a war, a government to fail or driver of migration, it is a factor that makes all 
other factors increasingly difficult. Climate change is a threat multiplier, which means that it 
exacerbates underlying issues already within susceptible communities. Guam is a vulnerable 
place because of its location and size. Increased military testing compromises our land, our 
waters and our capacity to work on mitigation and adaptation efforts in the face of climate 
change. How can we work on restoring our reefs, our marine life with active testing? How can 
we become more climate conscious when our Military is polluting our land and waters? How 
can we demand change when our military denies the ability to do testing in other ways? How 
can we grow stronger when our military fights to gain control of sacred Chamorro land? How 
can the people here prosper and grow when the military takes all of the opportunities away?  
 
The MITT Final EIS/OEIS states the various mitigation efforts the military plans on taking during 
testing. But, how can we ensure that these efforts will be followed through given our long 
history with the military? How can we ensure the safety of our reefs, marine life and water? Is 
there any guarantee that this testing will not cause long-term damage? There are several 
paragraphs in the EIS/OEIS that state there will be no long-term damage but forgive me if I am 
not so easily trusting of the military considering their long and toxic legacy. Some of the most 
polluted places in the world are left behind from the US military. There needs to be specific 
data that ensures, guarantees and promises no long-term damage. There needs to be complete 
transparency. Citizens of Guam need to be engaged in this and we need to be made aware of 
every single step the military makes. Our livelihoods are at stake and we cannot afford military 
testing and training on our already compromised lands and oceans.  
  



The wars you are preparing for are the same wars you are contributing to. We will start 
having wars over food, water and resources if we do not act. There will be no need for training 
when the seas rise, and our waters are poisoned. There will be no need for a military on a 
dead planet.  
 
Regards,  
 
Michelle Voacolo 
President, Micronesia Climate Change Alliance  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


