HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
21st NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

Office of Representative Sheila J. Babauta, Precinct 4

April 26, 2019

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attn: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

RE: Public Comment - Mariana Islands Training & Testing (MITT) Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS)

Dear Evaluators,

| am writing as a Representative for Precinct 4 in the 21st Commonwealth Northern
Mariana Islands Legislature, and as a concerned citizen of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands. The comments and questions below are in response to the
Mariana Islands Training & Testing (MITT) Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS).

The proposed expansion of the military’s training and testing area in the Mariana Islands
is massive and one can only be concerned about the negative consequences of the
activities to occur. While | understand the importance of military readiness to protect the
security of the United States, | must also express my worry of the negative impact such
activities will have on our people’s health, environment, culture, infrastructure, safety,
historic sites, and natural resources. Which brings me to ask the following questions:

1. Has the Navy considered alternative locations to conduct such military readiness
training? If so, what was the outcome? If not, why?

2. Has the Navy been offered alternative locations with similar environments for
proposed training activities?

3. Has the Navy considered the negative impact the proposed activities will have on
our culture? If so, what professionals did they consult with and what was the
outcome?

4. What chemical components will the population be exposed to from each and
every type of ordnance?

5. How will each chemical component affect the population’s health now and in the
future?

6. How long will all proposed training activity take place in the Mariana Islands?
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7. How will the Navy ensure misfires and errant ordnance do not harm the local
population, tourists, and other civilians?

8. Will the military compensate families if accidental deaths were to occur?

9. Will the military compensate the CNMI for economic losses due to damages?

10. How will the military ensure no damages are done to the existing historic sites?
What sites are considered historic? And what data was used to identify these
sites?

Although research and data collection is not frequent in the Mariana Islands, the Navy
“continues to use the most current and best available science and analytical methods.”
So | ask:

1. Where has the Navy collected and stored data regarding the Mariana Islands and
the 13 environmental resource areas: air quality, sediments and water quality,
marine vegetation, marine invertebrates, marine habitats, fishes, marine
mammals, sea turtles, marine birds, terrestrial species on FDM, cultural
resources, socioeconomics, public health and safety, and cumulative impacts?
And is this data readily available for the CNMI?

2. Has the military considered launching a research center in the CNMI? If so, what
does the proposed center require and what timeline is in place?

3. Will the military continue to track and re-evaluate the impact of all proposed
military training activities in the Mariana Islands?

4. If the negative impact is greater than anticipated from the EIS/OEIS, will the
military halt all operations? Why or why not? What procedures are in place?

5. Has the military partnered with Federal and/or Local Agencies to ensure data
accuracy? And to ensure there is no impact to ongoing grant funded projects?

For a proposed project of this size, community outreach is essential for valuable input
and to address concerns and questions. The Navy failed to provide adequate
information in the local language and adequate time to read and comprehend such
material.

1. How did the military decide the best approach to communicate with the
community in the Marianas Islands?

2. Did the military survey the population to ensure the stakeholders were able to
comprehend the EIS/OEIS material in one language? Were efforts made to
assess language barriers among the local population?

3. How did the military compute the adequate timeline in which to conduct outreach
and set deadlines? What considerations were taken into place given our distance
from the U.S. mainland and natural disaster experiences (e.g., Super Typhoon
Yutu, Typhoon Soudelour)?

In closing, the expansion of military presence in the Mariana Islands has caused
apprehension among the local population. The Navy must continue to communicate with
the public and ensure the true understanding of the proposed activities. There is a fear
of the cumulative impacts of all military activities in the Marianas region as we are
certain there will be negative impacts and irreparable damages to our quality of life now
and in the future, for ourselves and for generations to come.
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Please include our office in the EIS/OEIS mailing list to receive notifications and
updates.

Sincerely,

Sheila J. Bahauta
Representative, Precinct 4
21% CNMI Legislature
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