COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY

Main Office: FRANCISCO C. ADA/SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
P.0. Box 501055, Saipan, MP 96950-1055
Phone: (670) 237-6500/1 Fax: (670) 234-5962
E-mail Address: cpa.admin@pticom.com
Website: www.cpa.gov.mp

April 17,2019

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific

Attention: MITT Supplemental EIS/OEIS Project Manager
258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

Dear Sir or Madam:
RE: Comments on the MITT Draft Supplemental EIS/OEIS

The Commonwealth Ports Authority hereby submits the following four comments regarding the
MITT draft supplemental EIS/OEIS:

1. Airspace Clarification Requested

The 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS seems to be consistent with the 2015 MITT Final EIS as to the
proposed restricted airspace. However, in Section 3.13.1.2, the following is stated:

“General information on airspace within the Study Area can be found in the 2015 Mitt Final
EIS/OEIS (Section 3.13.2.1.2, Airspace); however, there have been changes to special use airspace
within the Study Area in order to enhance safety. Changes include the addition of one new
restricted area and new warning areas (U.S. Department of the Navy, 2015).”

Is this statement referring to changes made based on the 2015 MITT Final EIS - in other words,
the changes in airspace that are in place today? Or is the 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS proposing
new airspace changes beyond R-7201, R-7201A, W-11A, W-11B, W-12, W-13A, W-13B, W-
13C, and W-517?

Also, CPA understands the following minimum distances within the Study Area from land apply
to certain training activities:

. Air Warfare > 12 NM from land

. Anti-Submarine > 3 NM from land
. Electronic Warfare > 12 NM from land
] Surface Warfare > 12 NM from land

. BOMBEX > 50 NM from land
. Torpedo Exercise > 3 NM from land
. MISSLEX > 50 NM from land
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. GUNEX Ship > 12 NM from land

. SINKEX > 50 NM from land

. GUNEX Boat (medium caliber) > 12 NM from land
J GUNEX Boat (small caliber) > 3 NM from land

. Small Boat Attack (non-blanks) > 3 NM from land
J Submarine Sonar Maintenance > 3 NM from land

Surface Ship Sonar Maintenance > 3 NM from land
Air-to-Surface Missile Test > 50 NM from land
Anti-Submarine Warfare Test > 3NM from land
Electronic Warfare Test > 3 NM from land

Remembering its responsibilities to manage the ports of the Commonwealth and to those who use
those ports, CPA expects these distances to be honored. CPA encourages the Navy to increase
these minimum distances away from Saipan, Tinian, and Rota to further protect our ports, their
users, and our community from the impacts of these activities.

2. No Additional Use of CPA Airports
At p. 3.12-23, the 2019 Supplemental EIS states:

“Therefore, no impacts to tourism would be anticipated because... military aircraft generally
depart from Andersen Air Force Base...”

The draft does not state that CPA’s airports will not be used or rule out that possibility. CPA would
object to any use of its airports by the Navy in support of testing or training activities contemplated
under the 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS beyond those uses already allowed under the terms of
existing agreements between the United States and CPA/the CNMI and CPA’s FAA Airport
Sponsor Assurances.

CPA requests that the Navy confirm that it does not intend to use and will not use CPA’s airports
in relation to the testing and training activities contemplated under the 2019 Supplemental EIS
unless it is in compliance with these existing agreements. CPA further requests that the Navy
confirm that: (1) any such use by the Navy will be no greater than that contemplated under the
2015 MITT Final EIS; and (2) that any such use will be coordinated with CPA according to the
policies and procedures of CPA.

Further, if the Navy does intend to utilize CPA’s airports in relation to the testing and training
activities contemplated under the 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS, CPA requests that the Navy
specify such intended use in the updated or final version of the 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS.

Last, on page 2-38 of the draft, at “Unmanned Aerial Training and Certification,” Table 2.5-1 lists
that this training activity will occur at “MIRC airfields.” It then indicates a footnote, but it leads to
no note or other definition of what is meant by “MIRC airfields.” CPA requests that the Navy
clarify this reference.

3. Communications with CPA
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The 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS makes efforts to discuss outreach activities by and on behalf
of the Navy to communicate to the public regarding upcoming and ongoing Navy testing or
training activities in the Study Area. CPA encourages the Navy to further its efforts in such
outreach to improve communications on Navy activities contemplated under the 2019 MITT
Supplemental EIS. CPA encourages the Navy to work with CPA on improving such
communications so that the information on the activities, and the closure of any warning areas,
may be readily available and delivered to the users of CPA’s ports.

4. Potential Increased Activities on Saipan, Tinian, and Rota

The 2019 MITT Supplemental EIS states:

“As the Navy is not proposing any changes to those land-based activities on Guam, Saipan, Tinian,
and Rota, the Navy will continue to rely on the 2015 MITT Final EIS.”

But in its Table 2.5-1, the potential location of new or increased training activities includes the
possibility of these new or increased activities on Saipan, Tinian, or Rota, including:

. Increases in amphibious assault training on Tinian;

J Increases in personnel insertion/extraction on Tinian and Rota;

. Increases in parachute insertion training on Tinian and Rota; and

. New intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance training on Saipan, Tinian, and Rota.

Further, several new or increased training or testing activities, per Tables 2.5-1 and 2.5-2, are
designated to take place at “Mariana Littorals,” “Mariana Island Anchorages,” or simply in the
Study Area or the MIRC without further specification.

CPA requests that the Navy specify whether new or increased testing and/or training activities
contemplated by the 2019 Supplemental EIS will occur on or along the shoreline of Saipan, Tinian,
or Rota.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER S. TENORIO
Executive Director
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