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APPENDIX C AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 96860-3131

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5090
Ser NO1CE1/1137
30 Aug 2011

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

Dear Name:

Subj: NOTIFICATION OF PREPARATION OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS
TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS)

This letter is to inform you that the United States (U.S.)
Navy, on behalf of the U.S. military services, is preparing an
EIS/OEIS to assess the potential environmental impacts from
proposed military readiness training and research, development,
testing and evaluation activities (“training and testing
activities”) in the MITT Study Area. Some of these proposed
training and testing activities may include the use of active
sonar and explosives. The services request your comments on the
scope, content and issues to be considered in the development of
the EIS/OEIS.

The MITT Study Area is comprised of air, land and sea space
and includes the existing Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC),
additional areas on the high seas and a transit corridor where
training and testing activities may occur (see Enclosure 1). The
MIRC is the only Navy range complex in the Study Area.

The Proposed Action is to conduct military training and
testing activities in the MITT Study Area. The purpose of the
Proposed Action is to achieve and maintain military readiness to
meet the requirements of Title 10 of the U.S. Code, thereby
ensuring that the military services meet their mission to
maintain, train and equip combat-ready military forces capable
of winning wars, deterring aggression and maintaining freedom of
the seas.
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Subj: NOTIFICATION OF PREPARATION OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS
TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS)

The Proposed Action would support military training and
testing activities associated with the development, testing and
introduction of new vessels, aircraft and weapons systems within
the MITT Study Area to ensure critical military requirements are
met. This action is needed to support applicable environmental
reauthorizations, consultations and other associated
environmental requirements for those training and testing
activities. The MITT EIS/OEIS is the reevaluation and
reauthorization of training and testing activities reviewed in
the MIRC EIS/OEIS, which the Navy completed with community input
in 2010.

Environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS/OEIS include,
but are not limited to, the following resource areas: ocean and
biological resources (including marine mammals and threatened
and endangered species), terrestrial resources, air quality,
airborne soundscape, cultural resources, transportation,
regional economy, recreation, and public health and safety. Your
input in identifying specific issues and concerns that should be
assessed, in these areas and any additional areas, is important
to the process.

In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA) and the National Historic Preservation Act, the Navy
is holding five open house public scoping meetings to support an
early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be
addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to
the Proposed Action. Scoping meetings will inform the public of
the Proposed Action and NEPA process and give community members
an opportunity to submit written and oral comments on the scope,
environmental resources and local issues to be addressed in the
EIS/OEIS. Input from the public scoping meetings will be used to
help identify potentially significant issues to be analyzed in
the Draft EIS/OEIS.

The public scoping meetings will be conducted in an open
house format and members of the public may arrive at any time
during the meetings. There will be no formal presentation;
however, service representatives will be available to provide
information and answer questions about the Proposed Action.
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Subj: NOTIFICATION OF PREPARATION OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS
TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS)

The public scoping meetings will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. at
the following locations:

Oon Guam: Thursday, Sept. 22, 2011
University of Guam
Leon Guerrero School of Business and Public
Administration Building,
Anthony Leon Guerrero Multi-Purpose Room 129
Mangilao, Guam 96923

Friday, Sept. 23, 2011

Southern High School, Cafeteria
#1 Jose Perez Leon Guerrero Drive
Santa Rita, Guam 96915

On Saipan: Monday, Sept. 26, 2011
Multi-Purpose Center in Susupe
Saipan, MP 96950

On Tinian: Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2011
Tinian High School, Cafeteria
San Jose Village
Tinian, MP 96952

On Rota: Thursday, Sept. 29, 2011
Sinapalo Elementary School, Cafeteria
Sinapalo I, Songsong Village
Rota, MP 96951

Regardless of whether you are able to participate in the
public scoping meetings, you may send written comments to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific
Attention: MITT EIS/OEIS Project Manager

258 Makalapa Drive, Suite 100

Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-3134

You may also submit comments online at www.mitt-eis.com. All
comments must be postmarked or received online by Nowv. 7, 2011,
to be considered in the development of the Draft EIS/OEIS.
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Subj: NOTIFICATION OF PREPARATION OF THE MARTIANA ISLANDS
TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS)

For more information, please visit the project website at
www.mitt-eis.com or contact Ms. Nora Macariola-See, Navy
Technical Representative, (808) 472-1402, email
nora.macariola-see@navy.mil.

Sincerely,

Director, Environmental Readiness
By direction

Enclosure: 1. MITT Study Area
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Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Study Area
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000

5090
N454/11U158200
15 September 2011

Mr. Timothy K. Bridges

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force
(Environment, Safety and Occupational Health)
HQ SAF/IEE

1670 Air Force Pentagon

Washington, D.C, 20330-1760

Dear Mr. Bridges:

Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) — COOPERATING AGENCY

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the United States (U.S.)
Department of the Navy (Navy) is initiating the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS) to evaluate the potential
environmental effects associated with military readiness training and research, development,
testing, and evaluation (hereafter referred to as “training and testing”) activities that include the
use of active sonar and explosives in the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT)
EIS/OEIS Study Area. The MITT Study Area includes the existing Mariana Islands Range
Complex (MIRC), additional areas on the high seas, and a transit corridor where training and
testing activities may occur (see enclosure (1)). The Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC) is
the only range complex in the MITT Study Area.

The proposed action is to conduct training and testing activities in the MITT study area. The
purpose of the proposed action is to achieve and maintain military readiness to meet the
requirements of Title 10 of the U.S. Code, thereby ensuring that the Navy and other Services
meet their mission to maintain, train, and equip combat-ready military forces capable of winning
wars, deterring aggression, and maintaining freedom of the seas. The proposed action also
serves to support force structure changes and emerging and future training and testing associated
with new systems within the MITT EIS/OEIS Study Area, thereby ensuring critical military
requirements are met.

The following alternatives are under considcratioﬂ in this EIS/OEIS:

(1) No Action Alternative: Continue baseline training and testing activities, as defined by
existing environmental planning documents, including the 2010 Mariana Islands Range
Complex EIS/OEIS and the Office of Naval Research Acoustic Impact Analysis for the North
Pacific Acoustic Laboratory Philippine Sea 2010 through 2011 Experiment.
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(2)  Alternative 1: Consists of baseline training and testing activities and overall
expansion of the Study Area plus adjustments to types and levels of activities as necessary to
support current and planned military training and testing activities requirements. This Alternative
considers activities conducted throughout the Study Area and mission requirements associated
with force structure changes, including those resulting from the development, testing, and’
ultimate introduction of new platforms (vessels, aircraft) and weapons systems.

(3)  Alternative 2: Consists of Alternative 1 plus the establishment of new range
capabilities, modifications of existing capabilities, adjustments to type and tempo of training and
testing activities, and the establishment of additional locations to conduct training and testing
activities within the Study Area.

The EIS/OEIS will analyze the effects of sound in the water on marine mammals in the areas
where training activities occur. In addition, other environmental resource areas that will be
addressed as applicable in the EIS/OEIS include air quality; airspace; biological resources,
including threatened and endangered species; cultural resources; terrestrial resources, geology
and soils; hazardous materials and waste; health and safety; land use; noise; socioeconomics;
transportation; and water resources.

In order to adequately evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed action, DoD
components need to work together in assessing potential impacts to training and testing activities

* within the MITT study area. To assist in this effort and in accordance with 40 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 1501 and the Council on Environmental Quality Cooperating Agency guidance
issued on January 30, 2002, the Navy requests that the U.S. Air Force serve as a cooperating
agency for the development of the EIS/OEIS.

As defined in 40 CFR Part 1501.6, the Navy is the lead agency for the MITT EIS/OEIS. As the
lead agency, the Navy shall: '
® Request the participation of each cooperating agency in the NEPA process at the earliest
possible time.

® Use the environmental analysis and proposals of cooperating agencies with jurisdiction
by law or special expertise to the maximum extent possible consistent with its
responsibility as lead agency.

e Determine scope of the EIS/OEIS, including the alternatives evalnated.

® Meet with a cooperating agency at the latter’s request.

e Circulate the appropriate NEPA documentation to the general public and any other
interested parties. :

* Schedule and supervise meetings held in support of the NEPA process and compiling
any comments received.
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* Maintain an administrative record and respond to any Freedom of Information Act
requests relating to the EIS/OEIS.

Each cooperating agency shall:
* Participate in the NEPA process at the earliest possible time.

* Participate in meetings hosted by the Navy, including public scoping meetings and
hearings, for discussion of issues relating to the EIS/OEIS.

® Assume, on request of the lead agency, responsibility for developing information and
preparing environmental analyses, including portions of the environmental impact
statement for which the cooperating agency has special expertise.

® Make available staff support at the lead agency’s request to enhance the latter’s
interdisciplinary capability. :

¢ Provide comments on the draft EIS/OEIS document (Version 2.0) within 30 working
days.

e Use their own funds.
® Adhere to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy.
e Provide a formal, written response to this request.

The Navy views this agreement as important to the successful completion of the environmental
planning process for the MITT EIS/OEIS. It is the Navy’s goal to complete the analysis as
expeditiously as possible, while using the best scientific information available. The Draft EIS is
scheduled for public review in July 2013 with the Final EIS released in February 2015. The
Record of Decision is anticipated to be signed in May 2015. The U.S. Air Force assistance will
be invaluable in that endeavor. See enclosure 2 for the notional schedule for the MITT
EIS/OEIS.

We appreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to your response. The point of
contact for this matter is Ms. Dawn Schroeder at (703) 695-5219, email

dawn.schroeder@navy.mil.
//JTEQui

Deputy Director, Energy and Environmental
Readiness Division (OPNAV N45)

Enclosure: 1. MITT Study Area
2. Notional Schedule
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Copy to:

PACFLT NO1CE

ASN (EI&E)

DASN (E)

OAGC (EI&E)

CNIC (N45)

PACAF

COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
NAVFAC PACIFIC

NAVFAC MARJIANAS
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Enclosure: 1. Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Study Area
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Enclosure 2: NOTIONAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/
OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS/OEIS)

Notice of Intent
Published in Federal Register September 2011
Scoping Meetings September 2011

Request for Marine Mammal Protection Act
Letter of Authorization to National Marine

Fisheries Service April 2013
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Notice of Availability . July 2013
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Public Hearings August 2013
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Notice of Availability February 2015
Record of Decision May 2015

6
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
: 2 1 0CT 2011

SAF/IEE

1665 Air Force Pentagon

Washington, DC 20330-1665

Mr. I.P. Quinn

Deputy Director, Energy and Environmental
Readiness Division

Department of the Navy

Office of the Chief Naval Operations

2000 Navy Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20330-1760

Dear Mr. Quinn:

The Air Force accepts the invitation to act as a Cooperating Agency during preparation of the
Mariana Islands Training and Testing Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact
Statement, as prescribed in the President's Council on Environmental Quality National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) Regulations, 40 CFR § 1501.6, Cooperating Agencies.

As a Cooperating Agency, the Air Force understands it is expected to participate in various
portions of EIS development. As a Cooperating Agency, the Air Force shall:

a. Participate in the NEPA process, including scoping;

b. Assume responsibility, upon request by your organization, for developing information and
preparing analyses on issues for which it has special expertise; and

c. Make Air Force staff available for interdisciplinary reviews.

The Air Force requests your office provide appropriate, related information in a timely fashion.
In turn, the Air Force will respond in a prompt manner. The Air Force point of contact for this action is
Mr. Jack Bush, HQ USAF/A7CIB at (703) 614-0237; jack.bush@pentagon.af.mil.

Sincerely,

h TIMOTHY K. Bé Mr;p

Deputy Assistant Secretaxy of the Air Force
(Environment, Safety & Occupational Health)

Ccc:
SAF/IEVGCN
HQ USAF/ATC
HQ USAF/A30
HQ PACAF/A7
AFLOA/JACE
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NTIL .« INVO
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000
5090
N454/11158201

15 September 2011

Mr. Eric C. Schwaab

Assistant Administrator

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Schwaab:

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Department of the Navy
(Navy) is initiating the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS) to evaluate the potential environmental effects
associated with military readiness training and research, development, testing, and evaluation
(hereafter referred to as “training and testing”) activities that include the use of active sonar and
explosives in the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) EIS/OEIS Study Area. The
MITT Study Area includes the existing Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC), additional
areas on the high seas, and a transit corridor where training and testing activities may occur (see
enclosure (1)). The Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC) is the only Navy range complex in
the MITT Study Area.

An important aspect of the MITT EIS/OEIS will be the analysis of the acoustic effects to marine
species protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). The MITT EIS/OEIS is also intended to serve as a basis for the renewal of
current regulatory permits and authorizations; address current training and testing not covered
under the existing permits and authorizations; and obtain those permits and authorizations
necessary to support force structure changes and emerging and future training and testing
requirements. The MMPA Final Rule and ESA Section 7 Programmatic Biological Opinion for
MIRC expire in August 2015 and June 2015, respectively.

To complete the analysis required by the permitting and consultation process, the Navy and the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will need to work together. Therefore, in accordance
with the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA guidelines (specifically 40 CFR Part
1501) and CEQ’s 2002 guidance on cooperating agencies, the Navy requests that NMES serve as
a cooperating agency for the development of the MITT EIS/OEIS.

As the lead agency, the Navy will be responsible for overseeing preparation of the EIS/OEIS that
will include, but not limited to, the following:

e Gathering all necessary background information and preparing all necessary permit
applications associated with the proposed action.
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e Working with NMFS personnel to determine the method of estimating potential effects to
protected marine species, including threatened and endangered species.

e Determining the scope of the EIS/OEIS, including the alternatives evaluated.

e Circulating the appropriate NEPA documentation to the general public and any other
interested parties.

e Scheduling and supervising meetings held in support of the NEPA process and compiling
any comments received.

¢ Maintaining an administrative record and responding to any Freedom of Information Act
requests relating to the EIS/OEIS.

Navy respectfully requests NMES, in its role as a cooperating agency, provide support as
follows:

e Providing timely comments after the Agency Information Meeting (which will be held at
the onset of the EIS/OEIS process) and on working drafts of the EIS/OEIS documents.
The Navy requests that comments on draft EIS/OEIS documents (Version 2) be provided
within 30 working days.

e Responding to Navy requests for information, in particular related to review of the
acoustic effects analysis and evaluation of the effectiveness of protection and mitigation

measures.

e Coordinating, to the maximum extent practicable, any public comment periods required
by the MMPA permitting process with the Navy’s NEPA public comment periods.

e Participating, as necessary, in meetings hosted by the Navy for discussion of issues
related to the EIS/OEIS, including public hearings and meetings.

e Adhering to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy.

e Providing a formal, written response to this request.
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The Navy views this agreement as important to the successful completion of the environmental
planning process for the MITT EIS/OEIS. NMFS’ assistance will be invaluable in this endeavor.
Please see Enclosure 2 for the MITT EIS/OEIS notional schedule.

The point of contact for this action is Ms. Dawn Schroeder, (703) 695-5219, email:

dawn.schroeder @navy.mil.
Singerel .
g
J UINN

Deputy Director, Energy and Environmental
Readiness Division (OPNAV N45)

Enclosure: 1. MITT Study Area
2. Notional Schedule

Copy to:

Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command

Commander, Naval Installations Command

Commander, Joint Region Marianas

Joint Guam Program Office

Commander, Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific

Mr. Michael D. Tosatto, Regional Administrator, Pacific Islands Regional Office, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1601 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 96814
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Enclosure 1: Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Study Area
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Enclosure 2: NOTIONAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/
OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS/OEIS)

Notice of Intent
Published in Federal Register

Scoping Meetings
Request for Marine Mammal Protection Act
Letter of Authorization to National Marine

Fisheries Service

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Notice of Availability

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Public Hearings

Final Environmental Impact Statement
Notice of Availability

Record of Decision

September 2011

September 2011

April 2013

July 2013

August 2013

February 2015

May 2015
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SENT OF ¢
a‘¢ Y
& UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
"4755):)‘ o 1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20310

. 39

2,

Moy

THE QIRECTOR

Mr. John P. Quinn
Deputy Director, Energy and JUL 11 2013

Environmental Readiness Division
Department of the Navy

2000 Navy Pentagon

Washington, DC 20350-2000

Dear Mr. Quinn:

Thank you for your letter requesting that NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
participate as a cooperating agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS)/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement (OEIS) to evaluate potential environmental
effects of military readiness training and research, development, testing, and evaluation
(RDT&E) activities conducted within the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Study
Area. We reaffirm our support of the Navy’s decision to prepare an EIS/OEIS and agree to be a
cooperating agency, due, in part, to our responsibilities under section 101(a)(5)(A) of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

In response to your letter, NMFS staff will continue to, to the extent possible,

¢ Provide timely review and comments, within 30 working days, after the Agency
Information Meeting and on working drafts of the EIS/OEIS documents;

o Respond to Navy requests for information, in particular those related to the acoustic
effects analysis and the evaluation of the effectiveness of protection and mitigation
measures, in a timely manner;

o Participate in meetings, as necessary, hosted by the Navy to discuss issues related to the
EIS/OEIS, including public hearings on the draft EIS/OEIS; and

o Adhere to the overall schedule as agreed upon by NMFS and the Navy.

If you need any additional information, please contact Ms. Jolie Harrison, NMFS Office of
Protected Resources, at (301) 427-8401.

Sincerely,

Samuel D. Rauch, III%/
Deputy Assistant Administrator
for Regulatory Programs,
performing the functions and duties of the

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries s,fwvo

A

THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR " §

FOR FISHERIES 3 *

@ Printed on Recycled Paper ﬂ*a., ,,r‘é
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

COMMANDER
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
250 MAKALAPA DRIVE
PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII 86860-3131

IN REPLY REFER TO:

5090

Ser NO1CE1/0258
22 Feb 12

Mr. Loyal Mehrhoff

Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Fish and wildlife Service

Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office

300 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 3-122, Box 50088
Honolulu, Hawaii 96850

Dear Mr. Mehrhoff:

Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) - COOPERATING AGENCY

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) , the Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet is initiating the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS/OEIS) to evaluate the
potential environmental effects associated with military
readiness training and research, development, testing, and
evaluation (hereafter referred to as “training and testing”)
activities that include the use of active sonar and explosives
in the Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) EIS/OEIS
Study Area. The MITT Study Area includes the existing Mariana
Islands Range Complex (MIRC), additional areas on the high seas,
and a transit corridor where training and testing activities may
occur (see Enclosure 1).

The proposed action is to conduct training and testing
activities within the MITT study area. The purpose of the
proposed action is to achieve and maintain military readiness to
meet the requirements of Title 10 of the U.S. Code, thereby
ensuring that the Navy and other Services meet their mission to
maintain, train, and equip combat-ready military forces capable
of winning wars, deterring aggression, and maintaining freedom
of the seas. The proposed action also serves to support force
structure changes and emerging and future training and testing
associated with new systems within the MITT EIS/OEIS Study Area,
thereby ensuring critical military requirements are met.
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Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) - COOPERATING AGENCY

The following alternatives are under consideration in this
EIS/OEIS:

(1) No Action Alternative: Continue baseline training and
testing activities, as defined by existing environmental
planning documents, including the 2010 Mariana Islands
Range Complex EIS/OEIS and the Office of Naval Research
Acoustic Impact Analysis for the North Pacific Acoustic
Laboratory Philippine Sea 2010 through 2011 Experiment.

(2) Alternative 1: Consists of baseline training and testing
activities and overall expansion of the Study Area plus
adjustments to types and levels of activities as
necessary to support current and planned military
training and testing activities requirements. This
Alternative considers activities conducted throughout
the Study Area and mission requirements associated with
force structure changes, including those resulting from
the development, testing, and ultimate introduction of
new platforms (vessels, aircraft) and weapons systems.

(3) Alternative 2: Consists of Alternative 1 plus the
establishment of new range capabilities, modifications
of existing capabilities, adjustments to type and tempo
of training and testing activities, and the
establishment of additional locations to conduct
training and testing activities within the Study Area.

The EIS/OEIS will analyze the effects of sound in the water
on marine mammals in the areas where training activities occur.
In addition, other environmental resource areas that will be
addressed as applicable in the EIS/OEIS include air quality;
airspace; biological resources, including threatened and
endangered species; cultural resources; terrestrial resources,
geology and soils; hazardous materials and waste; health and
safety; land use; noise; socioeconomics; transportation; and
water resources.

In order to adequately evaluate the potential environmental
effects of the proposed action, the Navy and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service would need to work together on the analysis of

APPENDIX C AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE G24



MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING HREYING FINAL EIS/OEIS MAY2015

Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) - COOPERATING AGENCY

effects to terrestrial species protected under the Endangered
Species Act. To assist in this effort and in accordance with 40
Code of Federal Regulations Part 1501 and the Council on
Environmental Quality Cooperating Agency guidance issued on
January 30, 2002, the Navy requests that the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office serve
as a cooperating agency for the development of the EIS/OEIS.

As the lead agency, the Navy will be responsible for
overseeing preparation of the EIS/OEIS that includes, but is not
limited to, the following:

e Gathering all necessary background information and
preparing the EIS/OEIS and all necessary permit
applications associated with acoustic issues within the
MITT Study Area.

e Working with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific
Islands Fish and Wildlife Office personnel to determine
the method of estimating potential effects to protected
species, including threatened and endangered species.

e Determining the scope of the EIS/OEIS, including the
alternatives evaluated.

e Circulating the appropriate NEPA documentation to the
general public and any other interested parties.

e Scheduling and supervising meetings held in support of the
NEPA process, and compiling any comments received.

e Maintaining an administrative record and responding to any
Freedom of Information Act requests relating to the
EIS/OEIS.

Navy respectfully requests the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, in its role as a cooperating agency, provide support as
follows:
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Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) - COOPERATING AGENCY

e Providing timely comments after the Agency Information
Meeting (which will be held at the onset of the EIS/OEIS
process) and on working drafts of the EIS/OEIS documents.
The Navy requests that comments on draft EIS/OEIS
documents (Version 2) be provided within 30 working days.

e Responding to Navy requests for information. Timely U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service input will be critical to ensure
a successful environmental planning process.

e (Coordinating, to the maximum extent practicable, any
public comment periods that are necessary in the
Endangered Species Act process with the Navy’s NEPA public
comment periods.

e Participating, as necessary, in meetings hosted by the
Navy for discussion of issues related to the EIS/OEIS,
including public hearings and meetings.

e Adhering to the overall schedule as set forth by the Navy.
e Providing a formal, written response to this request.

The Navy views this agreement as important to the successful
completion of the environmental planning process for the MITT
EIS/OEIS. It is the Navy’s goal to complete the analysis as
expeditiously as possible, while using the best scientific
information available. The Draft EIS is scheduled for public
review in July 2013 with the Final EIS released in February
2015. The Record of Decision is anticipated to be signed in May
2015. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Fish
and Wildlife Office assistance will be invaluable in that
endeavor.
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Subj: MARIANA ISLANDS TRAINING AND TESTING (MITT) ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT/OVERSEAS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(EIS/OEIS) - COOPERATING AGENCY

We appreciate your consideration of our request and look
forward to your response. The point of contact for this matter
is Ms. Nora Macariola-See, NAVFAC Pacific at (808) 472-1402,
email: nora.macariola-see@navy.mil) .

M\\'Qcot’\

L. M. 'FOSTER
Director, Environmental Readiness
By direction

Enclosure: 1. MITT Study Area

Copy to:

CNO (N45)

CNIC (N45)

COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
NAVFAC PACIFIC

NAVFAC MARIANAS
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